This measure was approved with NO revisions

 made at the November 20, 2006 meeting.
Pharmacy Quality Alliance

Quality Measures for Respiratory Disorders

Measure Category: Patient Safety - Therapeutic Duplication
	Measure Title

	Measure Description/Definition

	Duplications in treatment therapy
	Percentage of patients who have 2 or more different medications that contain the same active ingredient being filled concurrently for 2 or more consecutive fills each.


Description:

This metric will determine the proportion of patients who are prescribed medications that result in duplication in treatment because they contain the same active ingredients  

Definition:

MDI: Metered dose inhaler

Concurrent fill: prescription being filled with an overlap of days of supply of the medication

Rationale:

The intention of this metric is to decrease unintentional duplication of therapy and reduce possibility of adverse events

Primary Clinical Component:

Therapy treatment includes short acting beta2 agonist inhalers, inhaled corticosteroids and/or combination products.

Denominator Description:

All patients with 2 or more concurrently dispensed different forms of a medication with same active ingredients.

Numerator Description:

Patients with 2 or more concurrent consecutive fills of each medication described in the denominator 

Data Source:

Pharmacy Claims Data

This measure passed with one comment relative to  cancer patients who may be taking an antifungal and  ICS.  The presenter of this measure recognized this concern and indicated that it would be included in this sort.

Pharmacy Quality Alliance

Quality Measures for Respiratory Disorders

Measure Category: Appropriate Use - Technique
	Measure Title

	Measure Description/Definition

	Inappropriate use of inhaled corticosteroids.
	Percentage of non-immunocompromised patients receiving inhaled corticosteroids that are treated with oral antifungal therapy within 30 days. 


Description:

The measure will assess the percentage of patients receiving oral antifungal therapy (as a proxy for oral thrush) while concurrently receiving inhaled corticosteroid therapy

Rationale:

Promote consultation on the appropriate use of corticosteroid inhaler in order to prevent adverse events.

Primary Clinical Component:

Therapy treatment includes Inhaled corticosteroids and oral antifungal therapy.  Antifungal therapy would be specific to those medications where the approved treatment includes treatment of oral candidiasis and would exclude single dose antifungal therapies including fluconazole. 

Denominator Description:

All patients with presence of one or more dispensations of inhaled corticosteroids.

Patients with drug inferred immunocompromised disease states are excluded from this group (based on medications for immunocompromised patients).

Numerator Description:

Dispensation of oral acceptable antifungal therapy (FDA approved indication for oral candidiasis, excluding single dose treatment like fluconazole) within 30 days following a claim for the dispensation of a corticosteroid inhaler

Data Source:

Pharmacy Claims Data

This measure passed, with the recommendation to consider excluding first-time fills for a patient that fills 2 canisters at first for supply at home and work e.g.

Pharmacy Quality Alliance

Quality Measures for Respiratory Disorders

Measure Category: Patient Safety - Overuse
	Measure Title

	Measure Description/Definition

	Over utilization of beta2 agonist inhalers.
	Percentage of patients who use more than 2 canisters/month of a beta2 agonist inhaler. 


Description:

The purpose of this measurement is to identify those patients that need additional clinical intervention not to identify pharmacies as ‘failing’ to enforce.

Rationale:

Following the “rules of two” this metric should not be considered a performance measure but rather a measure that provides information that can lead to better management of patients with respiratory disorders who are using beta2 agonist treatment. 

This metric should promote the control of persistent asthma through pharmacy provider involvement and education including the engagement of patients with proper technique training and or lifestyle modification counseling sessions

Primary Clinical Component:

Short acting beta2 agonist inhalers or long acting beta2 agonist inhalers

Denominator Description:

All patients with current dispensing of a beta2 agonist inhaler

Numerator Description:

Current dispensation of 2 or more short acting beta2 agonist inhalers in a 30 day time period or 2 or more long acting beta2 agonist inhalers in a 30 day period

Data Source:

Pharmacy Claims Data

This measure passed, with the recommendation that PQA eliminate the patients that have a first-time fill of 2 or more inhalers.  They may do this so they have one at work, home, etc.

Pharmacy Quality Alliance

Quality Measures for Respiratory Disorders

Measure Category: Appropriate Use - Appropriate Drug Selection
	Measure Title

	Measure Description/Definition

	Appropriate controller therapy 
	Percentage of those patients who should be receiving controller therapy.


Description:

As a HEDIS measurement this metric is to ensure that those patients, who consistently require rescue medication, to receive appropriate controller medication. 

Rationale:

Promote effective long term management through use of appropriate controller medications.

Primary Clinical Component:

Short acting beta2 agonist inhaler, long acting theophylline, Inhaled corticosteroids, and Leukotriene inhibitors

Denominator Description:

All patients with claims for 2 or more short-acting beta2 agonist inhalers in a 30 day time period.

Numerator Description:

No claims present for long acting theophylline, inhaled corticosteroids, or leukotriene inhibitors within last 12 months

Data Source:

Pharmacy Claims Data

