Version 1.0    Last updated November 3, 2008


Pharmacy Quality Alliance

Quality Measures for Immunization

	Measure Title

	Measure Description/Definition

	Preventive measure: Influenza immunization
	Percentage of patients ≥50 years of age who received an influenza vaccination within the past year. This measure will consist of three sub-measures:
1. Number of pharmacy clients and patients who are screened by pharmacy personnel to ascertain their most recent influenza immunization in a given calendar year

2. Number of patients who receive an influenza vaccine directly from a pharmacist in a given calendar year.
3. Number of patients who receive an influenza vaccine given by another provider as a result of indirect pharmacist advocacy and facilitation in a given year.



Description:

This measure will determine the proportion of patients 50 years of age or over who are screened by pharmacy personnel regarding their most recent influenza virus immunization, and the proportion who receive those immunizations directly or indirectly as the result of pharmacists’ interventions. Outcomes will be calculated within the Medicare-eligible population as well as within members of prescription insurance providers and the general community during the measurement period.  

Definitions:

Influenza immunization: administration of any influenza vaccine via intramuscular route or other FDA-approved route of administration for purposes of preventing infection with influenza virus or for mitigating the effects of infection with influenza virus.

Rationale:  The priority aim addressed by this measure is to minimize the likelihood of infection with influenza virus for individuals and of epidemic influenza within communities.  Influenza virus infection contributes to increased patient morbidity and mortality and significant secondary healthcare costs
.  The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC)  Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices defines adults 50 years of age or older as a group targeted to receive annual immunization against influenza
.  Pharmacists are on the front line and in an ideal position to identify patients eligible to receive influenza vaccine.  Pharmacists in 49 states are licensed to administer the vaccine in pharmacies or at worksites or other locations
, and they have been shown to be cost-effective providers of vaccines to healthy adults
.  Pharmacists also are effective immunization facilitators through their screening and advocacy activities and by providing space in their pharmacies for other providers to administer vaccines
.  
Denominator Description:

· All Medicare-eligible members of the population
· All community members who are at least 50 years of age. 

Numerator Description:

· Measure 1:  number of pharmacy clients and patients who are screened by pharmacy personnel to ascertain their most recent influenza immunization in a given calendar year

· Measure 2: number of patients who receive an influenza vaccine directly from a pharmacist in a given calendar year.
· Measure 3: number of patients who receive an influenza vaccine given by another provider as a result of indirect pharmacist advocacy and facilitation in a given year.
Data Sources:

· Medicare Part B, Medicaid and private insurer pharmacy claims data
· Pharmacy self-report
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