PQA Diabetes Cluster Group

	Measure Title

	Measure Description/Definition

	Appropriate Monitoring: Labs
	Percentage of patients receiving at least one microalbumin urine screen per year*


Description:

This measure will determine the proportion of patients receiving at least one microalbumin urine screening per year. It is calculated within a population known to be taking hypoglycemic agents used to treat diabetes or who have received at least one prescription for blood glucose monitoring test strips. 

Definitions:

Hypoglycemic agents: all medications within the following therapeutic categories: sulfonylureas, meglitinides, biguanides, thiazolidinediones, alpha glucosidase inhibitors, dipeptidyl-peptidase (DPP-IV) inhibitors, incretin mimetic agents and insulins.
Rationale/Background:

The priority aim addressed by this measure is to maximize the number of patients with diabetes that are receiving appropriate screening for comorbidities as established by current best practices.  The microalbumin urine screening test is an indicator of albumin excretion from the kidneys which has been shown as a marker for the development of nephropathy.  Pharmacists are on the front line and in an ideal position to inform patients of the importance for testing.  This measure is supported by the American Diabetes Association Clinical Practice Recommendations and HEDIS.
Denominator Description:

Number of adults with at least one claim for a hypoglycemic agent  or blood glucose monitoring test strips who were continuously enrolled in a third party plan during the one year observation period

Numerator Description:

Number of patients in the denominator who had a claim for a microalbumin urine screening test during the observation period

Type of Measure:

_____
Drug plan evaluation of pharmacy networks (drug-claims only) 
__x__
Health plan evaluation of pharmacy networks (medical and drug claims) 
__x__
Pharmacy self-assessment (internal data)

Data Source:

_____   Currently available in today's marketplace 
_____   Would rely on development of a data field that is not readily available today 
_____   Would rely on self-reported pharmacy level data 
__x__   Would rely on health plan reported data from multiple health plans 
_____   Other

Evidence-base to support the measure: 
_x__    Currently available and documented herein 
____    PQA would need to compile the evidence-base 
____    Cluster Group has attempted to compile the evidence-based to support this measure, and it is not 

readily available.
*Urine microalbumin screens may be reported as urine albumin/creatinine (UA/Cr) ratios.
