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Topics

What is the Quality Data Set (QDS)?

How do we create Electronic Quality Measures (e-
health measures) using the Quality Data Set?

How can we use this common language for 
performance measures and reporting?

How do we create clinically-enriched measures 
using the QDS?

How do we re-tool existing measures so that they 
are consistent with the QDS?
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About the National Quality Forum

• A private, non-profit voluntary consensus standards-setting 
organization

• Broad membership (350+ members) organized into 8 Councils that
– Provide stakeholder perspectives to all NQF deliberations;

– Enable various groups within a council to convene, identify issues and relay 
information in a unified voice; and

– Promote collaboration among different groups within a stakeholder perspective. 

• Councils:

– Consumers

– Health Care Professionals

– Health Plans

– Provider Organizations

– Public/Community Health Agencies

– Purchasers

– Research and Quality Improvement Organizations

– Supplier & Industry 
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About the National Quality Forum

• improve the quality of American 

healthcare by setting national priorities

and goals for performance improvement

• endorse national consensus standards for 

measuring and publicly reporting on 

performance

• promote the attainment of national goals 

through education and outreach programs

10



www.qualityforum.org

Linkage of HIT and Measurement
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Data 

Sources

• Capture the right data

• Calculate the performance measure

• Provide real-time information to the clinician with 
decision support

• Publicly report for secondary uses: accountability, 
payment, public health, and comparative effectiveness

Data 

Sources

Performance 

Measures

EHRs and 

HIT tools

E-Infra 
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Clinically-enriched Measures
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Measure Specification Standards
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Measure Specification Standards
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Performance  measurement
600 + Measures

Dozens of stewards

Health IT Expert Panel
Translate (QDS)

Harmonize measure standards
and HIT standards

HIT
Vendors 

Standard Development Orgs

HITEP: Interfacing Measurement and HIT
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Example QDS Data Element
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Example QDS Data Elements
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Transition to preferred code sets
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Decreases cost of measure development, 

maintenance, and revision

Decreases cost of EHR development

Common language for performance measures and 

reporting

Minimizes provider burden from health care reporting

Enables access to standard information in EHRs to 

support direct clinical care, public health reporting , 

CDS, and medical research including CER

QDS Benefits
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e
eMeasure w/ QDS
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Connecting the Dots

Clinical 

Guidelines

Decision 

Support

Quality 

Measures
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Related Efforts

• QDS maintenance

• Value set standardization

• Field testing eMeasures

• Utilization Data Set

• Clinical decision support (CDS)

• Public health

• Clinical effectiveness research (CER)
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