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The Patient Safety and Quality 
Improvement Act of 2005 

ÅCreates ñPatient Safety Organizationsò 

(PSOs) 

ÅEstablishes ñNetwork of Patient Safety 

Databasesò (NPSD) 

ÅAuthorizes establishment of ñCommon 

Formatsò for reporting patient safety 

events 

Å Requires reporting of findings annually 

in AHRQôs National Health Quality / 

Disparities Reports 
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Listing PSOs 

Â AHRQ began listing 

PSOs under Interim 

Guidance - Oct 2008 

Â Final rule published in 

the Nov 21st, 2008 

Federal Register; 

effective Jan 19th, 2009 

Â 78 PSOs ñlistedò by 

AHRQ; complete list at 

www.pso.ahrq.gov 

http://www.pso.ahrq.gov/
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PSOs in 28 States and the  
District of Columbia 
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Program Interest is High 

ÂNearly 31,000 subscribers to AHRQôs PSO 

Listserv 

Â 3,500 + visits to the AHRQ PSO Web site on 

average each month 

 www.pso.ahrq.gov 

 

 

http://www.pso.ahrq.gov/


6 

A Voluntary Program 

Â Because of provisions in the statute and 

regulations, PSOs develop spontaneously; no 

master plan can be required 

ïPSOs are voluntary 

ïProvider participation is voluntary 

ïSubject matter covered is voluntary 

ïReporting to the NPSD is voluntary 

Â These conditions limit what AHRQ can expect 

in terms of PSO event types & utility of data 
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Who Can Be A PSO 

Â Eligible organizations 

ïAny public or private entity / component 

ïAny for-profit or not-for-profit / component 

Â Ineligible organizations 

ïHealth insurance issuers or their components 

ïAccrediting & licensing bodies 

ïEntities that regulate providers, including their 
agents (e.g., QIOs) 

ïMandatory public reporting systems 
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How To Become a PSO 

Â Entities seeking listing complete a series of 
attestations on a ñCertification for Initial Listingò form 

Â Listing is for 3-year renewable periods  

Â Every 2 years, a PSO must attest that it has at least 
2 contracts éwith different providers to receive and 
review patient safety work product 

Â Funding: no Federal funding from AHRQ, but 
technical assistance without charge 

Â Providers choose the PSOs they work with - 
voluntary, marketplace driven 


